Abstract

This study tackles the issue of resistance and its relation to the

'state' with concentration on Hezbollah and Hamas' experience.

Theoretically, according to Max Weber, the state has the absolute

authority over all means of resistance. What gives each state its

sovereignty and independent entity is the right to use legal power

through extending its power and authority. The state's monopoly

over resistance means is not a marginal, a substantive requirement

for every state. Resistance against any state requires response by the

state. However, what this study tackles is 'resistance army' or

resistance against occupier. It is worth mentioning that the resistance

army keeps back from the struggles for authority.

This study hypotheses that the weaknesses and inability of

every state to function leads the institutions within this state to bridge

the gap, however, the actions of these institutions do not necessarily

meet the state's agenda. I see that the resistance never becomes

strong, unless there is a need for functions, which the resistance does

on behalf of the state. Also, these resistance movements are usually

socially supported. It is clear that these functions and roles are

related to resist the Zionist plans in Lebanon and Palestine. It is

ر
worth mentioning that the fragility of the 'state' correlates with

resistance power and ability to face all challenges.

It is undoubtedly that the inability of each single state to secure

its land and people drives new generations of rebellious and radical

youth to bridge this gap. It is well known that the traditional

military establishments in all Arab states are not able to face the

"Israeli" military in a traditional war. Hence, Arab states in general

and Palestine and Lebanon in specific as states "protected by its

military" is exposed to Israeli leverage. The last war on Lebanon

shows the existence of deterrent power with modern- old tools: war

of developed and modern guerrilla warfare. So, the problem is the

weakness of the state (Arab states) against Israel.

Armed resistance within the state is a problem that can not be

solved unless state's nature is changed not only in Lebanon and

Palestine since resistance movements are not the cause of state's crisis

but results. In this context, Arab societies will stick out such type of

resistance movements unless states are considered real states with

independent and strong entities.
